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MISSOULA-Robert E. Sullivan, dean of the University of Montana law school, announced
that the Judges Memorial Library in the new wing to be added to the UM law building
will be designated the Walter L. Pope Memorial Library.

The library will serve

as the repository for memorabilia of many distinguished Montanans who have been judges.
Walter L. Pope was a judge of the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals from 1949-61.
He was a full-time professor of law at the University of Montana for several years
and served as acting dean of the school.

He continued as a part-time professor

after entering the practice of law in Missoula.
In announcing the designation--Walter L. Pope Memorial Library--Sullivan said,
"Judge Pope was a distinguished educator, lawyer and judge.

We hope that the Memorial

Library will be an impressive room and a fitting memorial to him."
An endowment fund was established in memory of Judge Pope by his family,

associates, colleagues on the bench, and friends in 1969.

This endowment fund,

which is administered by Sullivan, David R. Mason, Dixon Professor of Law Emeritus at
the UM law school, and the Honorable Russell E. Smith, U.S. DistrktJudge, will
be used to establish the Walter L. Pope Memorial Library.

Contributions to the

Law School Fund may also be earmarked for the POpe Memorial Library.

-more-
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The UM law school initiated a campaign Oct. 7 to raise $400,000 as a supplement
to $900,000 in federal funds obtained to construct the new $1,300,000 wing.
"The response
According to Dean Sullivan,/of Montana lawyers to the Law School Fund has been
gratifying.

A first report is not yet available, but preliminary indications are

that we will be able to raise the goal of $200,000 from contributions of Montana
lawyers.

The remaining $200,000 is being sought from corporations and foundations

and special gifts. "
Construction of the new wing will begin before Dec. 20 this year, with occupancy
scheduled for the beginning of the 1978-79 academic year.
Judge Pope was honored previously by the University of Montana.

His scholarly

attainments were recognized by the award of an honorary Doctor of Laws degree in 1950.
A native of Indiana, Walter Pope received his bachelor of arts degree from the
University of Nebraska and his juris doctor's degree from the University of Chicago.
He came to Montana in 1916, after practicing law in Lincoln, Neb., aHd serving on
the faculty of the University of Nebraska Law School.

He was a member of the law

faculty of the University of Montana School of Law for 33 years, and also practiced
law in Missoula.
In 1949, Pope

\~as

appointed to the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.

In 1960

he was appointed chairman of the Committee on Admiralty Rules by the Chief Justice
of the United States, and under his guidance the rules governing civil and admiralty
proceedings were coordinated, a task which was described by Chief Justice Warren
as a "miracle."
Judge Pope wrote the landmark opinion in the Parker V. Lester decision in 1956 ,
which held that the Coast Guard program for a security screening of merchant seamen
violated minimum constitutional requirements of notice and hearing.

-more-
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Commentators called the opinion "one of the most important blows that has been
struck at the faceless informer system."

Judge Pope spoke out strongly against the

fear and hysteria of the Cold War in the SO's.

He said, "The assault upon the Supreme

Court is in essence an assault upon the Bill of Rights •••• The American people can
begin to climb up out of the sewers of fear in which they have been hiding, and
breathe once more the fresh air of freedom.

The Court is doing what it is meant for:

protecting our liberties."
During his 20 years on the bench Pope continued to teach.

Each year he hired

recent law school graduates as clerks, and devoted a great deal of time and attention
to them.

One of his former students, now a federal judge, said, "Judge Pope was not

a lawyer teaching, but a teacher who practiced law."
Pope retired as Chief Judge of the Court in 1959 and from full-time service
on the bench in 1961.
of 80.

He died in San Mateo, Calif., on March 27, 1969, at the age

His widow, Luella P.

Pope, is a resident of San Hat eo.
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